PRESS RELEASE - New Community & Resource Complex Brings New Life to Busby Street
(November 2018)

City officials, legislators, community members and more joined together on Monday, November 19 to
cut the ribbon on a new community resource and training center at the corner of Busby Street at 5212
Farrow Road.

More than 100 people attended the City of Columbia’s grand opening ceremony for the Busby Street
Community Resource & Training Complex.

The facility will serve as a community engagement and resource center for the surrounding
neighborhoods. Upcoming programs organized by the City’s Parks & Recreation Department include
financial literacy workshops, Ask-A-Professional sessions and exercise classes.

Featured speakers included Congressman James E. Clyburn, SC Congressional District (SC-6); Mayor
Steve Benjamin; Councilman Sam Davis; Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine; Councilman Edward
H. McDowell, Jr; City Manager Teresa Wilson; Columbia Police Chief William H. “Skip” Holbrook; Randy
Davis, Director of the Columbia Parks & Recreation Department; Russell McCoy, vice-chairman of the
Columbia Empowerment Zone, Inc. Board of Directors; and Edna Harrison, President of the Burton
Heights-Standish Acres Neighborhood.

The Busby Street Complex is comprised of two buildings: the City’s Parks & Recreation Department’s
6,968-square-foot community center located at 1735 Busby Street and the Columbia Police
Department's 1,439-square-foot Office of Community Services located at 1745 Busby Street.

The Parks & Recreation's community center houses a large multipurpose room that can be divided into
three smaller meeting spaces, state-of-the-art audiovisual equipment, three office spaces, a kitchen
and conference room. The community center will operate Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to é
p.m.

The Columbia Police Department's Office of Community Services is also equipped with state-of-the-art
audiovisual equipment, three office spaces and a conference room.

The Busby Street Complex includes a playground and walking trail.
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The Busby Street Complex Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony reflects the Columbia City
Council’s Vision Statement focus areas and goals:

Focus Area #1: Atfracting & Retaining Talent

Focus Area #4: Empowering Our Residents

Focus Area #6: Enhancing Columbia’s Neighborhoods

Goal #1: Grow opportunities for entrepreneurship, business development and a skilled workforce to
achieve a healthy economy.

Goal #2: Connect the City’'s neighborhoods and business districts through cohesive land use,
infrastructure development, and transportation planning.

Goal #4: Collaborate and partner with entities within the Midlands region to become the state’s prime
destination for residents, visitors and businesses.
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